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The Jupiter Inlet Working Group is made up of representatives from seven federal and private organizations; the BLM, Town of Jupiter, the Village of Tequesta, Palm Beach County, the U.S. Coast Guard, Jupiter High School, and the Loxahatchie River Historical Society.  This dynamic partnership is a terrific example of what federal and local partnerships can accomplish in conserving areas for the community’s enjoyment and provide critical habitat for wildlife. In 1996, 186 acres of public domain at Jupiter Inlet were returned from the U.S. Coast Guard.  Since then, the Jupiter Inlet Working Group has been a force in the making, forging a partnership to meet the challenges of managing this regional landmark in South Florida.  The Jupiter Inlet Natural Area is an 80-acre tract which contains significant cultural resources and 18 special status species, including a breeding  population of scrub jays, gopher tortoises and two plant species listed as federally endangered.  The Florida scrub, wetlands and hardwood hammock plant communities found on this tract are targets of regional management efforts, and the tract is included on Palm Beach County's list of Environmentally Sensitive Lands. 

For example, the BLM, Eastern States’ Jackson Field Office, the South Florida Water Management District, Palm Beach County and the Fish and Wildlife Foundation cooperatively funded an award-winning wetland construction project on the site.  One of the local management partners, Palm Beach County, has been fully vested from the beginning contributing dollar for dollar on all habitat improvement projects, to benefit the 18 federally and state-listed species found on the tract, from removal of invasive exotics, to replanting native vegetation, signing, fencing and follow-up monitoring.  A total of seven County, State and Federal agencies collaborated on the successful completion of the second in a series of incremental prescribed burns to reduce fuel loads within the Wildland Urban Interface and to improve habitat quality on this urban tract.  An Assistance Agreement with the Jupiter High School Environmental Research and Field Studies Academy fully established the Jupiter Inlet Natural Area as an outdoor classroom for the Academy.  Students have established long term monitoring plots in the prescribed burns and in the new wetland, where they use custom designed nets to sample fish species entering and leaving the new tidal wetlands.  In addition, students have assisted the Bureau of Land Management in massive exotic plant removals, general tract clean-up, the re-introduction of native plant species, the planting of scrub oaks, worked on a wetlands construction project, conducted tortoise burrow monitoring, and mangrove seed potting.    
Jupiter High School is unique because it is dedicated to the task of equipping high school students with the knowledge and understanding for leadership in a new, more environmentally responsible era, and with academic and field skills that will open doors into a growing field of environmental careers. This Academy has also proven to be a perfect place to find young, interested, environmental conscious volunteers.
The active and overlapping partnerships at Jupiter Inlet Natural Area have been very successful at managing the mosaic of administering entities.  The common ground throughout this process has been the base of public domain.  BLM's goals for public access, public involvement and multiple use have been a valuable guide in the administration of these lands, regardless of the management entity.  In fact, in 2003, the Jupiter Working Group was awarded the coveted 4C's award which is awarded by each Bureau on behalf of the Secretary of the Interior for projects making significant contributions in conserving our country's natural resources through consultation, cooperation, and communication.  Jupiter Inlet might even warrant inclusion in the National Landscape Conservation System in the future.

This group, the Jupiter Working Group, is very deserving of the 2005 Environmental Achievement Award for Environmental Stewardship because this diverse group of federal, county and local entities forged a unique partnership for managing natural and cultural resources at Jupiter Inlet Natural Area.  By sharing expertise and funding, this group is restoring imperiled habitats, improving public facilities and safeguarding our cultural heritage on an "island" of open space that is very much apart of this south Florida community.

